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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
If you haven't been to the Black Hills during bike 
week, try it! In addition, if it's your first time, go 
with the best guides you can find and make sure 
you ride, (don't trailer). Travel with someone who 
will take a great route, be safe, and take care of you 
if you need help. When you get there, assume it's 
like any other trip; the food won't kill you, the 
room will be overpriced and the company will be 
the best. 

When someone is promoting a ride like Sturgis it's 
easier to tell you the hotel is great, the food is 12 
stars and the price for YOU is a steal. The truth is, 
going to Sturgis for the first or second time with a 
group from Top Cats is the safest, soundest, and 
probably best way to see it all, have a great time, 
and be in the company of the most experienced 
group of Sturgis veterans. However, if you have 
been there several times, and there are other Top 
Cats willing to go with you, there are so many 
places to stay and things to do and it's a great place 
to ride. 

If you are reading this, the ROAR was apparently 
published. As of today 6/13/06, the ROAR has no 
full time chairperson; the job having overwhelmed 
several who have tried. However, John LaMonica is 
sticking with it and needs someone with the com-
puter savvy to set it up. Hang in there, John. Good 
men are hard to find. No, Girls, I said it correctly! 

An all volunteer approach to supplying the services 
the members count on, like the Roar and Web-site 
and the management of the various committees is 
dependant , on the willingness and commitment of 
those same members. There is also the commit-
ment our members have to theniselves, their 
respective families and business interests. 
Choosing not to get involved is an option, as is 
stepping-up and helping to guide the club. We are 

a riding club; the committees, the safety classes, 
and the communications media are all part and 
parcel of working as an organization to further our 
own objective for joining. Safety is not an option. 
Our charity efforts are encouraged because the 
consensus of the membership, at one time, felt that 
we have a citizenship responsibility to share our 
good fortune while doing what we do. We can have 
a great motorcycle ride, invite as many people as 
we can to join us in a fun day, and share the pro-
ceeds with a local charity that deserves and needs 
support. It's that simple. 

Joining to ride with friends, to meet new people or 
just to share the riding experience is reason enough 
to be a Top Cat. Top Cats requires that you pay 
your dues, and learn how we ride safely through 
the GRASS class. A non-scientific analysis of the 
membership suggests that 31% of the members are 
"active." Another 14% are "less active" and the bal-
ance are somewhere else. What's wrong with that? 
Nothing! The active members are guiding the club 
in the direction they feel is good for the member-
ship; join them and make changes or contact a 
director or officer and let one of them know what 
your suggestions are to make Top Cats more of 
what you want. 

And if you like what is going on, thank everyone 
on a committee. They are the heart and soul of all 
the good things that happen. 

We have a lot of great riding to do and some 
overnight trips planned for different times of the 
season so there are many choices. Take a couple 
days off and hit the road with the Top Cats. 

So Many Roads, So Little Time, 

Chuck 
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Come stay at the 
Alex Johnson Hotel 

°min-  the rest Victory 

Rooms are still available! 

Special TOP CAT rate $190 per night 
August 4th-13th, 2006 

For reservations: 
1.800.888.ALEX (2539) 
info"a alexjohnson.com  
Www.alexjohnson.com  

Hotel Tex Jobnson 
6th 5t. Joseph • Rapid City, 5D 577oi 



Top Cats Board Meeting Minutes (May 9, 2006) 

Board Members: 

Present: Chuck Prettyman-President, Gary Brandt-Vice 
President, Carlton Marcyan-Treasurer, Jim Heniff-Past 
President, Lynn Adams, Windy Krepel, Tom Malia, Don 
Schaffer-Directors 
Absent: Keith Zawila, Secretary 

Guests: Bob Carmody-Membership, Randy Braun 

Proceedings: The meeting was called to order with the 
Roll Call at 7:35 PM. 

Minutes from the April meeting, were approved. The 
financial report was approved. 

Gary Brandt reported on Activities. There are 17 rides 
booked with leaders. -Three traditional rides, the 
Progressive Dinner Ride, the NISRA Picnic Ride and the 
Sunset ride do not have leaders. Since there are a num-
ber of open weekends, we expect to end up with more 
than 20 official rides for the season. 

The late issuance of the May Roar was discussed. It is 
expected that the publication will get more routine as the 
new volunteers become experienced. There were com-
ments as to the excellent quality of the current issue. A 
question was raised as to what we should be doing with 
the extras that have been picked up from the printers. No 
one knew whether the mailing list from which the labels 
are made include our advertisers and the Posse members. 
This information will be obtained for the next meeting. 

Tom Malia reported that there was nothing new to report 
with respect to Long Distance Ride plans, and Don 
Schaffer reported that the Awards Banquet does not yet 
have a committee. 

Tom Malia announced that the Charity Ride raffle tick-
ets have been printed and will be distributed at the next 
meeting. The tickets are $20 per chance. Members who 
are not at the next meeting will be mailed 10 tickets. 
Each member will be asked to either sell or purchase at 
least 10 tickets. The Charity Committee is considering 
awarding an exclusive prize to those who sell their min-
imum 10 tickets. We are actively looking for additional 
sponsors to underwrite ride costs and enable us to make 
a larger donation to NISRA. 

The late payment of membership dues by several mem-
bers was discussed. It was decided not to require the late 
payers to re-apply for membership. Most had not paid 
due to problems with addresses, etc. 

Methods of motivating members to participate in various 
club activities were discussed. Membership will break 
down the members into lists for next month's meeting. 
Board members will call each member and discuss the 
member's interests and solicit participation on commit-
tees and rides. We will especially need group leaders for 
the Charity Ride if we are able to draw a large crowd as 
planned. 

A new procedure was instituted for the approval of new 
members. Bob Carmody, Membership Chairman, 
arranged for each sponsor to be available for a confer-
ence call with the Board to discuss the qualifications of 
new members. The Board members were able to ask the 
Sponsors about their knowledge of the applicants, their 
experience, their likelihood of participating in activities, 
and especially their reasons for joining Top Cats. The 
procedure brought a much more personal view to the 
process, and pointed out the importance of matching all 
candidates with sponsors willing to learn about them and 
encourage them to participate, especially future candi-
dates who have found the club on their own. 

The following applicants were approved for membership 

Candidate 	Sponsor 	 Type 
Jeff Butterfield George/Pam Compata 	Regular 
Terry Garramone 	Emil Kornecki 

	
Assoc. 

John Garramone 	Emil Kornecki 
	

Assoc. 
Jodii Zimmerman 	Bill Whelan 	Regular 

The Board again affirmed the policy that individuals who 
do not meet the business responsibility requirements 
necessary to apply for Regular membership can qualify, 
after one year, for Regular membership based on partic-
ipation in club activities. 

The low Top Cats attendance at the last Grass Class and 
various presentation matters were discussed. It was rec-
ommended that if a larger number of individuals do not 
sign up, consideration be given to cancelling or postpon-
ing a class. It was noted that the Grass Class was sched-
uled prior to the scheduling of the conflicting Sunrise 
Ride, and may have been better attended without that 
conflict. 

Respectfully submittedEDon Schaffer, Numbersman 



Top Cats Board Meeting Minutes 
(June 13, 2006) 

Board Members: 

Present: Chuck Prettyman-President, Gary Brandt-
Vice President, Jim. Heniff-Past President, Lynn 
Adams, Windy Krepel, Tom Malia, Don Schaffer-
Directors 
Absent: Keith Zawila - Secretary, Carlton Marcyan 
- Treasurer 

Guests: Bob Carmody-Membership 

Proceedings: 

The meeting was called to order with the Roll Call 
at 7:30 PM. 

The board was informed by Chuck the financials 
would be faxed in by Carl Marcyan and then 
approved. 

Chuck presented Windy with a flyer for Keith to 
have him check into the availability of getting an 
Accident Scene Management Class for Top Cats. 

Bob Carmody proposed Brian Rainey to the board 
for membership. Brian's application was put to a 
vote and he was accepted as a new member. Bob 
also informed the board of a member whose 1-year 
grace period for attending the GRASS class was 
about to expire. It was decided if he did not attend 
the next available GRASS class he would be moved 
to the inactive list. 

Our ROAR publication was discussed. One alterna-
tive raised to offset the cost of outside publishing is 
to distribute ROAR 'online' rather than incur print-
ing/mailing costs. Gary and Lynn will check into 
sources for pricing and such. 

The Charity Ride was discussed. Tom Malia report-
ed the Charity Committee felt pleased with the kick-
off at the June General meeting. The Committee is 
looking for someone to help by donating $1,000.00 
for T-Shirts and $1,000.00 for plastic side stand 
pucks. A suggestion was made to see if we could get 
an electrical supply company to donate some blank 

handy box covers. Don Schaeffer would have a 
source that would donate stamping a logo on them. 

Gary reported we have 23 rides on the calendar, but 
the Progressive Dinner Ride and the Sunset Ride are 
still open. It was brought we currently do not have 
any hosts for the dinner ride, because no one has 
been asking anyone. Windy volunteered to solicit 
hosts for the event and Gary will put the route 
together. 

A discussion regarding changing the annual awards 
banquet to just an annual banquet ensued. Further 
discussion was tabled for a later date. 

Gary proposed purchasing a plastic stand to house 
other club's ride flyers to be put into at the meeting. 
A discussion took place about just having the people 
hand them out to everyone face to face. Further dis-
cussion was table for later. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm 

Respectfully submitted... Windy Krepel 

Top Cats General Meeting Minutes 
(June 6, 2006) 

Sgt at Arms Bill Ryan called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm at 
Durty Nellie's. 

We welcomed the following guests: 
Nev and Angie Crook (guest of Terry Kumro), Mike and Steve 
Birch (guest of Bill Ryan), and Chris Marcyan (guest of Carl 
Marcyan). 

President Chuck Prettyman made some brief opening comments. 
Our NISRA Charity event supports people who live where we 

ride, so let's do our best to support this important Top Cats activi-
ty. 
Our rides go to many places. Be assured they are planned to be 

well executed, be safe, planned by club members who care about 
our riders, and want to share a good time with you. 
Please make it a point to welcome our new members and make 

them feel at home. 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer) 
We have approx $10,200 in the general operating account, and 
$2,400 in the Charity account. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Bob Carmody introduced new members Terry and John 

Garramone, and presented them with their nametags. He also 
announced Brian Rainey (a past rider with us) has submitted an 
application for membership. 
Bob reminded us arrangements have been made for members to 

have apparel embroidered with our Top Cats logo. Caryn Giroux 
is an embroiderer who'll do the work. All a member has to do is 
bring the articles to a meeting, and give them to a Membership 



Committee member. They will arrange to have the work done, 
and return the articles at the next meeting. If you need them ear-
lier, you can pick them up yourself (our next ROAR will have 
details). Costs range from $8 for a normal 2P inch logo to $18 
for a larger 7 inch logo. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
Scott Swearingen has resigned from the ROAR team. If you're 

interested in working on ROAR, please contact Gary or Chuck. 
Gary announced Activities Chair Karlene Swearingen has 

stepped down from the Committee. Greg Smith and Muriel 
Brandt will continue to coordinate our rides. Gary introduced 
Greg who provided updates on our upcoming rides, or introduced 
various ride leaders who provided up-to-date information. Please 
check our website for details. A special note for the following 
items: 

We have 22 scheduled rides for 2006. There are 5 - 6 dates that 
are still open. If you're interested in planning a ride, please con-
tact the Activities Committee. 
The July 15th Galena overnight ride has been rescheduled for 

August 26th. 
The Pediatric Ride for Kids is July 16th. Randy Braun distrib-

uted brochures. 
On July 9th, there is a brunch run scheduled out to White Pines. 

Please check the website for further information. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Introduced Safety Committee Chair Wayne Kirkpatrick, who 

provided us a with a safety tip. There are times you're going to 
have to deal with adverse conditions. These include rain, wind, 
and darkness. Some ideas: With rain, take a break while the rain 
cleans off some of that dirt and oil from the road. When you con-
tinue, remember to increase your following distance, and slow 
down a little. With wind, you'll need to lean into it, but remem-
ber at some point in time, it will stop. If it's too windy, take a 
break. At night, visibility is reduced. You don't see as well, and 
other road users don't see you as well either. Animals are more 
active at night. Make appropriate adjustments in speed. Carry 
some night/clear glasses with you. 
Wayne introduced John Lunde, who reminded everyone about 

the Road Captain meeting on June 25 at Connie's following the 
GRASS class that day. 
Wayne introduced Ric Case, who provided an update on the 

GRASS class on June 25th. 

Windy Krepel (Director) 
Peggy Srickler was introduced, who then introduced Dan 
Strickler to provide a safety tip. As you're riding thru curves, 
remember that some of your traction for braking is reduced, due 
to it's being used for leaning in the curve. In order to regain all of 
your traction for braking, there are 2 options: 1) try to straighten 
the bike and then apply both brakes; or 2) if your can't straighten 
right away, gently apply some of your brakes until you can 
straighten the bike to apply full braking. 

Tom Malia (Charity) 
Kicked off this year's charity event. 
Introduced Jillian Giese, the head of NISRA's Foundation. Jillian 
shared with us some of NISRA's 30 year history: Started with 4 
districts (now up to 12), started with 4 full-time employees (now 
up to 15), started with 100 participants (now up over 1,000), and 
started with an offering of 25 programs (now up over 400 pro-
grams). Jillian mentioned recent highlights, including the addi-
tion of Elgin and Hampshire park districts into the program, the 
Day Camp Arts Festival had over 100 participants, and the Pepper 
Family Accessible Treehouse project. 
We got to meet participant Brian McWorter. Brian shared his 

heartfelt feelings on what NISRA programs have offered him, and 
showed us the all of the medals he's won in different events 
(looked like over a hundred of them). Great stories! 
Tom shared some comments: This is our 10th year for organiz- 

ing the NISRA charity event, and we need everyone's help to build 
on our previous efforts. Highlights included: 
Part of the admission fee is entry into the Volo Auto Museum. 
Every member is being asked to sell a minimum of 10 tickets. 
Members are being asked to distribute publicity materials wher-

ever they can. 
If you can, please solicit donations, whether it be cash, merchan-

dise we can use in our silent auction, or anything we can use at the 
event. 
We need help with T-Shirts (the design, acquiring them (maybe 

someone can donate them), and the production of them). 
Ride Pins (could we get someone or some organization to donate 

the cost of them). 
Kickstand 'pucks' would be nice to have, since the parking area at 
Volo is mostly grass (would be an ideal situation for some dealer 
or organization to provide for advertising). 
Breakfast items (coffee, juice, etc) 
And finally, lots of help and assistance on the day of the ride (reg-
istration, parking, etc)! 
Andy Konsewicz gave us an update on raffle tickets. Andy, Bob 
Krugerud, and Ric Case will be handling the tickets for the 
motorcycle raffle. They need help! They are planning selling 
tickets at various events in the area whenever possible. A calendar 
has been set up to keep track of various area events 
(calendar.yahoo.com  \topcats calendar). If you know of events we 
can add to this calendar, and ifyou'd be interested in helping sell 
tickets at them, please contact Andy, Bob or Ric. 
Andy mentioned prizes for selling tickets. Prizes will be award-
ed for the most tickets sold, and event T-shirts for those who sell 
over 20 tickets. 
Karlene Swearingen updated us on publicity. She showed us 

posters, flyers, and other materials put together by Top Cat mem-
ber Sandra Hotton. Karlene asked for all members to take some 
posters, flyers, and other materials and distribute them at places 
where we can publicize our ride. Karlene mentioned our Silent 
Auction. If you can acquire items from merchants for this, they 
would be greatly appreciated. 
Scott Swearingen spoke on 'vendor' participation in the event. If 

you know of any vendors who would like to participate in the 
event, contact Scott. Their table at the event is free, and it's a great 
opportunity for them to sell their products to hundreds of people. 

Comments were taken from the floor. 
Don Schaffer mentioned the ride for the Leukemia Research 

Foundation to be held July 9th. He provided flyers for that event. 
He also reminded people about 'Track Day' at Autobahn. 
Randy Braun mentioned the Blue Knights Challenge Run to be 

held June 25th to benefit Lambs Farm. He provided flyers (also 
see the flyer in the June edition of ROAR). 
Guest Brian Niemi spoke about the Gurnee Ride for Life on June 
11th to benefit the American Cancer Society. It begins at Fatman's 
in Gurnee at 9:00 am, and concludes with a BBQ at Austin's in 
Libertyville. 
Chuck introduced Jared/Jason from JJ CyclePass. They sell var-

ious models of I-Pass holders for motorcycles, and let us know 
about them. They also offered us a discount this evening for any-
one interested in acquiring one. Please check their website in case 
you're interested in one: JJCyclePass.com . You can also reach 
them at 847-878-7779. 
Craig Martens mentioned the Illinois Freedom Run on June 

17th. A group will be leaving from The Annex (in Mundelein at 
Rts 45 and 60) at 6:45 am). 

We had our 50/50 raffle (congratulations to Carrot Hornsby) 

The adjournment of a very informative meeting occurred at 9:05 
pm. 

Respectfully submittedE.Keith Zawila. 



ACTIVITIES and EVENTS 
DATE RIDE LOCATION TIME RC 
July 1 Muscle Car Mania Old World bakery, Lake Zurich 9:00am L. Scalzitti 
July 8 New Glarus Ride BP-McDonalds-Rts 12/120 Volo 7:45am D. Schaffer 
July 9 White Pines Brunch BP Amoco-Rt72/Barrington Rds 8:15am G. Smith 
July 11 General Meeting Durty Nellies- Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
July 15 Dubuque Ride BP Amoco- Rtes 20, 47/72 7:30am J. Heniff 
July 16 Ride For Kids Allsate-South Barrington 7:00am See Web Site 
July 18 Board Meeting Durty Nellies- Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
July 23 Progressive Dinner TBD TBD C. Prettyman 
July 29 Milwaukee Rally West Allis, Wisconsin N/A See Web Site 
July 30 Grass Class Clubhouse-Buffalo Grove 8:30am R. Case 
Aug 1 General Meeting Durty Nellies- Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Aug 2 Sturgis D&J Bistro-Lake Zurich 7:30am W. Kirkpatrick 
Aug 15 Board Meeting Durty Nellies- Palatine 7:30pm C. Prettyman 
Aug 19 Wheels and Water BP-McDonalds-Rts 12/120 Volo 8:45am M. Heller 
Aug 23 Ladies Ride TBD TBD W. Krepel 
Aug 26 Galena Overnight TBD TBD B. Carmody 
Aug 27 Tripoli Shrine Milwaukee TBD TBD W. Krepel 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  





Soul Searching 
By Traveler 

"The scene keeps haunting me. I can't get the mental picture out of my mind. I'm too ashamed to talk about it. It's like 
I committed a crime against my own family. Maybe writing about it will help. 

It was last weekend. The sun was up and it had all indications of being another great riding day. I looked forward to run-
ning up to the store that morning in the warm sunshine. After making a quick pot of coffee, I bounced out to my car, 
passing my bike sitting forlornly in the garage. What a temptation! Take the bike to the store? No. I've got too many 
groceries to pick up. I reluctantly crawled in the car, turned the key, and for a minute, it sounded like the roar of my bike. 

I couldn't wait to get back and ride. I broke the world's speed record for shopping. Paid for all my stuff and packed it in 
the trunk. Driving home with my mind entrenched in riding. I can already feel the wind in my face, the sound of thun-
dering pipes, the force of a strong engine pulling in second gear, the vibration of high revs, and the sensation of freedom. 
I was so focused on riding that I caught myself leaning into a curve. Oops...too fast, and I just spilled my coffee all over 
the floor. Oh well...back to riding. 

Who should I call to ride with? Hmmm... I wonder if Barry's doing anything? Maybe Jim is home. John might be rid-
ing today too. Yeah...that's it. I'll call Barry. Where's my phone? Somewhere under these coffee - soaked napkins. Got 
it. Let's see...Barry's number is... 'Hey Bear. Whatcha doin', man? Let's go ride. An hour? OK see ya at your place.' 
Aw #%@! Another sweeping left turn too fast. There goes my coffee again, dammit! 

It happened so incredibly fast. My concentration had been on my cell phone and my focus on the spilled coffee. I was-
n't expecting them. I wasn't paying any attention. Oh no, oh no, oh God, no!!!! I locked my brakes at 60mph and the 
car pulled right as I swerved to avoid the fourth of five motorcycles that pulled out in front of me from my left. I slammed 
directly into the Heritage Softail impacting on the passenger's leg. I remember the look on both of their faces as we made 
momentary eye contact just micro seconds before I hit them. I can't get their faces out of my mind. My mind was scream-
ing at him to GO MAN!! GO, TURN THE THROTTLE ON, MAN! GO!!! He froze and they were both looking at 
me with faces masked in panic, bewilderment, and fear. Hot oil from the Softail's oil tank sprayed upward as my bumper 
flattened it between her leg and the bike's battery. I saw her fly off to the left in slow motion, rising higher than the hood 
of my car, her sunglasses hitting my windshield. Her face was twisted in fear and shock. I wasn't sure where he landed 
as the air bag obscured my full vision. 

The collision was silent to me. I can't recall hearing anything. I only felt a smashing crunch, followed by the jolt and 
bouncing of the car as it slid down the highway dragging the Softail underneath it along with the rider. After what seemed 
like hours, I stopped, crawled out of the car in a panic and raced to where I thought she would be. Then I remembered 
my first aid kit and ran back for it. The other bikers had turned around and were riding up now, also in a panic. I was 
too full of adrenalin to think straight...fear and instinct overwhelmed me. People were yelling ' Call the cops!' Get an 
ambulance.' 'Stop that guy!' Watch for traffic!' My mind was running at 15,000 rpm. 

I rushed to where I thought she would be and was surprised at how far away she had landed. She was crumpled on her 
left side near a bush in someone's front lawn, lying motionless. I thought she was wearing a red bandana when I hit her. 
It was gone. She was probably in her late thirties, blonde, petit, pretty. She wore a wedding band. 'Oh God, not chil-
dren' I thought. Her leather jacket was ripped apart at her shoulder, headlight glass imbedded in the sleeve. Her twisted 
arm had a trickle of blood running down to the watch on her right hand that was smashed. Her right leg was terribly 
mangled. Bone was visible, blood flowing from torn muscle and ripped flesh. The right side of her jeans was gone from 
the hip down. She had no helmet and only scrapes and grass burns across her face and neck. 

I bent down to check for breathing and her eyes blinked. 'Thank God' I thought and I prayed that she wouldn't recog-
nize me. I tried to talk to her and get a response but only shallow breathing and a tear trickling down her face gave indi-
cation that there was any life still within. Her mouth oozed pinkish blood indicating lung damage and her pulse was hard 
to find. She stared at me through eyes of disbelief. Others were here now with comfort and blankets and people in the 
background talking about the police coming and an ambulance on the way. 



I stood and turned toward the rider who was some fifty feet away lying motionless near a mass of tangled steel, ripped 
leather, and a torn body that, minutes before, had been a fellow rider on his cherished Softail. He was laying face down 
with the left side of the bike lying across his thighs. Battery acid mixed with gas, oil, and blood formed a small stream 
running away from the bike, just like I wanted to do right now. His skull cap was torn off as was the left side of his face. 
I thought she took the brunt of the impact but it now looked as though he did. His left hand wore the remnants of a 
glove. Shredded leather stuck to his hand with the flesh ground away from the bone where he had stuck his hand out in 
a futile attempt to stop his fall. 

Someone mentioned fire as three guys lifted the bike off of him. Cloth from his ripped jeans stuck to the drive belt where 
it had caught between the belt and sprocket as he slid down the pavement, rear wheel still turning. Someone cut his jeans 
away and his leg fell limp. He lay motionless surrounded by glass, plastic, and metal debris. The sight was tragic and 
sobering. No one did anything but stare. His riding buddies were also in shock, not knowing what to do or how to help. 

The scene was grim with everything in sight ripped, torn, shredded, or covered with blood. I bent down to the rider to 
listen for breathing. There was none. Gravel was imbedded in his face. His eyes had a penetrating stare. Pieces of lens 
from his sunglasses protruded from his forehead. His pulse was impossible to find as my fingers kept slipping on the warm 
blood that covered his wrist. I was scared. I couldn't find a pulse! I couldn't find any sign of breathing!!! He couldn't 
be dead. He couldn't be!!! 'Please God, don't take this rider!' my mind was screaming. The cross on a chain around his 
neck calmly told me 'Don't worry. He's with me now.' My vision was blurred by tearing eyes. 

I stood to walk away. My knees were weak. I felt sick, lonely, and totally helpless with no idea on how to help these peo-
ple. I sat down at the side of the road and tried to sort out all of this. I was sweating and my heart was racing yet every-
thing seemed to be going in slow motion. I heard the comforting sound of a siren getting closer and prayed that it would 
be the ambulance before the cops. A glimmer of gold caught my attention as I sat staring at the pavement. I reached for 
the piece of broken gold chain that had, moments before, been a necklace. It had three birthstones on it and the letters 
Mom. I lost it and my eyes filled with tears as I sobbed. 

I sat there sobbing when the police officer walked up and told me to sit in his cruiser. I watched while he talked to oth-
ers amidst a whirlwind of flashing lights, medical personnel, tow trucks, fire trucks, spectators, and this couple's riding 
buddies standing solemnly in shock. Yeah, he didn't have a motorcycle license and they weren't wearing helmets. Sure, 
they all tried to get through the stop sign as one group but, does any of that deserve death? Oh God, why, why, why...? 

After questions, statements, and signing papers, the police dropped me off at home. I wasn't cited. I felt guilty that I was-
n't. I was physically and emotionally drained as I listlessly walked through my garage, passing my bike and instantly flash-
ing back to the accident. Why didn't I pay attention? I'm an experienced rider and I should have expected them to all 
try to all pull out at once. Why did I have to use my cell phone? Why did they have to pull out in front of me anyway? 
Why? Why? Why? There just weren't any answers. It's hard to live with the fact that I killed a fellow biker. It's impos-
sible to live with the realization that I killed someone's father and maybe their mother. Please God... forgive me..." 

What you have just read is not necessarily fiction. It happened, or something close to it happened, somewhere, sometime. 
Thankfully, it didn't happen to me, or anyone I know. It could happen and, sadly, it will happen. Someone will kill a 
biker due to inattention. A biker will die because of a split second decision to pull into traffic or because a driver wasn't 
paying attention. 

Next time you pick up that car phone, spill a cup of coffee, blow off a stop sign, or lead a group of riders through a yel-
low light, think of the distraction and the tragic results it can cause. These lapses can mean death for our leather - clad 
brothers and sisters. 

As riders, we should be able to anticipate the moves of bikers when we drive a car, but we don't. We know how alcohol 
affects our ability to ride but we pay little attention to the danger we pose to bikers when we drink and drive a car. 

Even as experienced riders we can create the same lethal circumstances that can result in a tragic scenario like this one. 
Next time you hear someone say "Ride Safe!" remember...drive that way too. 



Riding 2-up 
By Chuck Prettyman 

All the tips on packing your ride for a trip assume there is only one person on board. Even then, it's a 
given (or must be) that you have a 38 foot trailer. Mind you, I don't disagree with the list of things that 
are considered necessary. It's just that one person can barely haul it all and two makes it impossible. 

Most of us are familiar with the options; we can ship part of the load; ask someone who trailers to take 
30 - 40 pounds of extras; or pack three (3) feet on either side. 

Then there's always TAKE LESS! Did you ever notice that when traveling with a group and staying at 
a motel there are always those who come to dinner in a starched shirt, or a new jacket and (always) 
a pair of cowboy boots? That's more than I can take already! 

Traveling through the Black Hills a few years ago, a couple with us never missed a chance to BUY. 
They shipped everything home, but it got to be a game. We looked for places for them to shop, sug-
gested things and watched them buy it all. 

Somewhere in here there is a message. Ship some to your destinations if you expect a need for a lot 
of changes. Send some things with a trailering friend. Take less, and ship home all your purchases. 

Also, take things that can have a dual purpose. Rain gear for two take up one saddlebag. Get a water-
proof jacket that has a removable liner. John Lundy and I have the same one we bought at Randy's 
Cycle. It's a First Gear jacket good for rain, wind, cold and elephants. We have been bothered by 
NONE of the above. 

A good pair of riding boots that are waterproof and easy to walk in are dual purpose. Cycle-Works in 
Barrington has some for $160.00 that work well and keeps one's feet comfortable, dry, and warm if 
needed, and are designed for riding. White shirts, long sleeve preferably, are good for sun protection, 
prevent dehydration, and look OK wherever one goes on a trip. Two pair of jeans is enough. Bring 
socks that you can throw away, the same for t-shirts and underwear. So what happens when all has 
been thrown away? Go Native! OR, stupid, save a couple good pair. If you and your partner can 
shareEl don't want to know about it. 

When making reservations ask if there are laundry facilities available. A quick load at night, and you 
are ready to roll. (Bring a small packet of soap) 

Pack as much of the heavy stuff LOW. If you need to add a bag on top of the tour-pac, remember to 
leave room for the helmets. If you wear a helmet on the whole trip, great. Many of us carry them for 
states that require helmets, rain, sleet, and those elephants again. I find wearing a full-face helmet in 
the rain helps keep me dry, avoids constant blinking from the rain or sleet and elephants stay away. 

If fashion dictates, you are either going to over-pack, be a miracle worker, (there are those who mag-
ically do it), or need to ride alone. If you think you may not need it, leave it home. Bring a credit card 
instead. By the way, as for tools, oil and spare parts, split up the load with your riding friends and each 
person can take some of the required gear. 



Kaution Korner 
By Craig Martens 

Make it your own SAFE ride. 

One potential hazard in group riding is the "I 
need to keep up or I'll lose the group pho-
bia". When newer or even more experienced 
riders push or are pushed to "keep up" riders 
can easily ride over their heads and accidents 
are likely to occur. Group leaders should 
always be concerned with pace and the com-
fort level of all of the ride participants. If 
you ever feel uncomfortable with the pace or 
riding tactics, don't hesitate to make the 
leaders of the ride aware of your concerns. 

Any group worth your time will be sensitive 
to your needs. Riding by yourself is much 
safer than riding with a group that makes 
you uncomfortable. 

Some group situations where riding within 
your limits are as follows: 

The most critical are high traffic, higher 
speed, twisty roads, intersection navigation 
and passing other vehicles. 

Ride your Ride, not the riders in front of you. 

Make sure to keep looking down the road, 
thru the corners, and not just at the bike 
ahead of you. 

Set your pace and choose your own line thru 
the corners. 

Riding your ride, at your comfort level, 
smart, aware and within your abilities will let 
you and all of us have a long and enjoyable 
motorcycling future. 

Vice Presidents Forum - July 2006 
By Gary Brandt 

Greetings Top Cats 

We are well into the riding season and so far it has 
been excellent. From a volunteer day at the NISRA 
tree house, to dinner in Dwight to the HOG rally in 
Peoria to Dubuque and Davenport, the list just keeps 
on going. We also did something we haven't done for 
awhile, a pick up ride. 14 bikes assembled at the 
Broken Oar and we took off westbound and ended up 
in Wisconsin. A special thanks to those Board mem-
bers who lead the short segments. It reminded many of 
us how nice and simple riding can be. By the time you 
read this perhaps we will have had a few more pick up 
rides. 

The HOG rally in Peoria left much to be desired, but 
the group had such a good time that the trip was still a 
success. The weather was just perfect, and we shared a 
lot of good food and laughs and no one seemed to care 
about the rally. The Red Roof Inn in Peoria will never 
be the same. 

A small group of Top Cats went out to Dubuque a day 
early to enjoy their riverfront festival and despite some 
weather issues also managed to have a great time. It 
can also be said that Charlie Daniels can still rock. 

July will be another full month with the Muscle Car 
ride, a trip to New Glarus, a brunch run out to White 
Pines State Park and our annual Progressive Dinner 
ride. We still have a few opportunities for rides in 
August. Contact Muriel or Greg on the activities com-
mittee if you are interested. 

Also a reminder that the Top Cats activities calendar is 
on our web site, and is updated as quickly as our Road 
Captains provide the information. On a side note, 
please make sure you share your thoughts and desires 
regarding activities with your committee or any board 
member. We solicit rides from Road Captains based on 
these inputs. There are many of you that have not been 
able, or wanted to join us on our rides. Is there a rea-
son other then a busy schedule? If it's the type of rides 
that is stopping you, we want to hear about it. The 
feedback was so positive on the pickup ride that we 
can see a real need to have more of these. 
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